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Begin in Chapel  
 
Welcome as we gather  
 - to complete yet another stage  
   of our Emmaus Journey and 
   to say farewell and thank you  
 
Who could have ever imagined...?! 
 
There have been many and varied stages to the Journey,  
some overlapping and happening at the same time. 
 
Among the first steps  
 - Jesuit Fathers Gene Merz and Gary Brophy  
 & The Emmaus Jesuit Community  
 @ 1437 Woodland Avenue 
 on The Feast of St. Ignatius Loyola, 1974 
 
Other stages 
 - Mary Dingman came in 1978  
 - Emmaus transitioned from the Emmaus Jesuit Community     
   to Emmaus House, still on Woodland Avenue, in 1983 
 - Emmaus moved here October 1, 1987 
 - Emmaus leaves here February 17, 2021 
 
So, we gather today to say thank you to this Old House,  
to give praise and thanks to God. and pray for the ongoing 
life and ministry of Emmaus as yet another stage of the 
Journey is already underway at our third new home being 
readied at 3315 70th Street in Urbandale. 
 
 



 
The heart of Ignatian Spirituality is  
reflection on experience in light of the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
                      Gene Merz, SJ - EH 40th Anniversary 2015 

 
The experience of those who have served & lived here 
 
Staff 
Sr. Mary Dingman, SSSF 1987-1998 
Jim Dougherty, SJ   1987-1990 
Benno Kornelly, SJ 1993-1996   
Fr. Dan Krettek 1997-2021 
Sr. Charlotte Huetteman OSM 1998-2006 
Sr. Joyanne Mueller, OSF  2006-2012 
Cindy & Cody Shaw 2012-2018 
Kevin O’Donnell 2018-2021 
 
Supporters, sustainers, stewards and servants  
 
For all these, let us pray: 
Good and gracious God, we offer you praise and thanks for 
all who have served your people in this place, those whose 
names we have spoken, and the many unnamed others who 
have served the physical and material needs of the house, 
especially the service providers of many sorts: plumbers and 
electricians, carpenters and craftsmen, lawnmowers and 
snow blowers, housekeepers and landscapers.  
So many have served so well.  
 
We remember the many donors and benefactors whose 
generosity and support have helped keep the doors open,  
the bills paid, the lights on, and the rooms warm.  

We pray also for all who have served as Board and 
committee members in service of the organizational and 
planning needs of Emmaus throughout these years.  
 

May these and all who have walked through  
this door to serve be blessed a hundredfold  
in return for their generosity by you  
O God who, as Ignatius said,  
will not be outdone in generosity! 
 
 

Process upstairs to Staff Offices and Guest Rooms   
Let us pray now in these rooms of sacred speaking,  
sacred listening, and sacred silence...  
 
Lord of Life, we remember the many people who have 
come to this place seeking the grace and blessing Emmaus 
offers, who in turn have brought your grace and blessing to 
the house. By their presence and prayer they have indeed 
made this house a sacred space, the place of grace and 
blessing it has become.  
 
Countless people have entered these 
rooms to share their stories and reflect 
on their experience of the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. For 
all who have come aside here to rest 
awhile and have left their blessing, we say thank you.  
 
As we set out on the road to the new Emmaus House, may 
we all continue to find grace and blessing in telling our 
stories, having them heard, listening to one another, and 
resting in silence. 



Process downstairs to the Kitchen, Dining Room,  
and Living Room 
 
Isaiah prophesied  
On this holy mountain the LORD of hosts will provide for 
all peoples a feast of rich food and choice wines,  
juicy, rich food & pure choice wines. 
 
And so, in this Old House, atop this mount of Sherman Hill, 
many feasts of food and fellowship have been provided, 
celebrated, and enjoyed. Whether over food cooked in the 
kitchen, catered, or carried in by those who came, rich 
conversation has always nourished the hearts and minds of 
those who have gathered in this place at table and TV trays!  
 
For this we rejoice and give thanks, and pray that as the 
Lord has fed us so well in this place we will continue to 
receive the nourishment of spirit, soul, and body the Lord so 
generously offers, and share that feast generously with 
others, especially the poor and hungry. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Process to the 
Chapel  
 
From the Gospel 
according to Luke:  
And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he 
took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. 
With that their eyes were opened, and they recognized him  
 
And from the Eucharistic Prayer: O God... blessed indeed is 
your Son, ever present in our midst when we are gathered 
by his love, and when, as once for the disciples, so now for 
us, he opens the Scriptures and breaks the bread. 
 
The celebration of Eucharist has been at the center of the 
life and ministry of Emmaus since the beginning. So too 
here at 1521 Center Street, first around an altar of stone and 
glass, then around the gift of a table designed for this 
chapel, the Community of Emmaus has gathered to break 
open the Scriptures and our lives, and to share the bread of 
life. 
 
As we give thanks for the great gift of the Eucharist 
celebrated here, and the many different programs and prayer 
experiences presented here, we pray that as we continue our 
Journey of Emmaus, individually and together, we will 
continue to have our eyes and hearts opened to the presence 

of the Risen Christ burning within 
and active among us, and let our 
lives be as bread broken and wine 
poured out for the life of the 
world. 
 



For the Pasakarnis Family, and York Taenzer 
 
We pray for the Pasakarnis Family who will make  
our old house their new home. We are grateful for 
their part in our move to our new home and pray that 
their move to Des Moines and into the house go 
smoothly and safely. We pray especially that their 
new house will quickly become their new home and 
serve their bonds of love for one another as a family. 
May they experience the full measure and power of 
the Holy Spirit that has come to live within these 
walls. 
 
We also give special thanks for our realtor York 
Taenzer, and how he has so generously assisted us in 
the process of selling the house and accomplishing 
our move. May the renovation of his own house 
across the street go forward quickly and come to a 
happy completion. May he know continued success in 
his work as he helps others with their journeys from 
house to home. 
 
Opportunity for Board Members and those at a 
distance to share prayers 
 
Concluding Prayer, Blessing, and Song  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Song 
Now thank we all our God 

with heart and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things has done, 

in whom this world rejoices; 
who from our mothers' arms 

has blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

O may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us, 

to keep us in all grace, 
and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills 
of this world and the next. 

All praise and thanks to God 
the Father now be given, 
the Son and Spirit blest, 

who reign in highest heaven 
the one eternal God, 

whom heaven and earth adore; 
for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be out the door! 

 

 
 
 


